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Washington formally endorsed our Expedition and appointed a committee with Prof. Henry Gannett as its chairman to aid us in preparations for scientific work.    Through the then President of the Society, Prof. Willis Moore, Chief of the United States Weather Bureau, ."Major Henry B. Hersey, Inspector of the Weather Bureau, who had volunteered for the service, was attached to the Expedition as meteorologist and also as navigator, and later I made him executive officer. He  served  with   the   Expedition   two   years. Felix Riesenberg, a young sailor from the U. S. Revenue   cutter   service    (now   of   Columbia University) was also engaged, and Dr. W. N. Fowler, of Bluff ton, Ind., was signed as medical officer.    A few skilled  machinists   were  taken from Paris, and about 25 mechanics and general workmen were engaged at Tromso, Trondhjeni and   Hammerfest,    Norway,    i nch i< 1 i iig    Paul Bjoervig, who had been with isic both in Spitsbergen and Franz Josef Land.,, and. Olaf Kl-lefsen, who had been a valued member of the Franz Josef Land party.
The National Geographic Maf/arJtie for April, 1906, published the following:
"At a meeting of the Board of Managers of the National Geographic Society on March ](>, 1906, President Willis L. Moore in the chair, the following resolution, moved by Dr. Alex-